
    CHAPTER MEETINGS:         
     April 20, 2011 at 7:00pm 
     May 18, 2011 at 7:00pm 
            Come early for dinner 
                           at the  
                ROYAL PLACE  
             2660 Library Road 
          Pittsburgh, PA 15234 
                412-882-8000 
   (Always the third Wednesday) 

MEMORIAL DAY 
PARADE 

MERCER, PA 
Monday    May 30, 2011 

See inside for details 
This is always a nice event 
See you there at 10:00am 

                

Tom Thompson – Chairman                  Kirk Fellabom – Editor (temp)                    LAF82nd News@aol.com 
      March-April 2011 

 It’s not too often that an almost perfect day comes about, but 
it happened last Wednesday, April 6, 2011.  Pete Rentzeperes, 
Mel Kessler and I drove to Meadville, PA to meet Art Cocolin.  
We were met there by chapter member Eric Hawes who drove 
from his home in Erie.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                Jean and Art Cocolin in their “Chicken Coop.” 
 
This all started in January of 2010 when Art called and wanted 
to buy Chapter Challenge Coin No. 17, as he was in the 17th 
Airborne in WWII, before joining the 82nd Airborne. My 
favorite oldest daughter had, the day before, bought No. 17 as 
her birthday is July 17. Art asked if she would sell it to him.  
She said she didn’t want to part with it so Art said “I’ll take 
No. 82 for $500.00. He also has one or our 82nd Airborne PA 
Plates which is numbered 17.   
 
In speaking with Art several times about the Plate and coins he 
mentioned that he had a KFC Store in Meadville.  He is an 
interesting guy and I wanted to meet him.  
 

About two weeks ago Art called and wanted to make sure Coin 
No. 17 didn’t get back in the pool for sale.  I told him it did not so 
he asked if No.1 was still available.  It was, he bought that one for 
$500.00. (He said that he liked to see his name on our Chapter 
Booster list). (We like to see it there too, Art). 
 
Art said that anytime I wanted to visit to call and come on up so 
that’s what we did on April 6. We met him at the KFC, met Mrs 
Cocolin, took some pictures then headed for the local American 
Legion for lunch. (Art provided our lunch, thank you Art). 
 
Mel Kessler and Art had so much in common.  They enlisted within days 
of each other, came home from Europe on the same ship at the same 
time. If that wasn’t enough, they BOTH have sons that are retired Navy 
Officers.  I have a feeling that they will see each other again.   
 
It was a real nice day.  Pete, Mel, Eric and I enjoyed the trip and meeting 
Art and Jean.  Art promised that they’ll be at our Chapter Picnic on June 
6.  Thanks for putting up with us, Art and thank you for your very 
generous support of our Chapter. And thank you both for the two huge 
buckets of Kentucky Fried Chicken! 
                                                                          Kirk Fellabom 
 

 
L to R: Art, Eric, Mel, Pete at the Kentucky Fried Chicken 
 

           CHAPTER PICNIC 
        Sunday    June 5, 2011 
       WEST MIFFLIN PARK 
 
  Good FOOD, Good FRIENDS 
 
        See inside for details 
 




